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call on us 
anytime

New Year’s Day
Friday, January 1, 2021

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, January 18, 2021

Presidents’ Day
Monday, February 15, 2021

holiday 
closings

For many people 2020 brought some unique challenges. Maybe you had a job 
transition or unexpected expenses that put you in a financial bind. Need a fresh 
start in 2021? Let Southeast Financial help! Whatever your circumstance, our 
$1200 Fresh Start Loan can be a great way to help get you back on the right track 
financially in the new year.

Use the money to make an extra car or house payment, pay down your credit 
card debt or help pay your winter utility bills. With an annual percentage rate of 
just 6% for 12 months and monthly payments of $103.28, it’s the perfect time to 
make a fresh start. Apply in person, over the phone or online January 1-15 to take 
advantage of this great opportunity.

*Maximum loan amount $1200. Subject to credit approval. Payment Example: At 6% APR, 12 monthly payments of 
$103.28 on $1200 loan. Apply in person at any branch between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm on 01/01/2021 through 01/15/2021, 
by calling 800-521-9653 between the hours of 7:00 am and 6:00 pm (CST) Monday-Friday on 01/01/2021 through 
01/15/2021, and online starting at 12:00 am on 01/01/2021 through 11:59 pm on 01/15/21. Loans must close on or before 
01/23/21 to qualify for this special rate. Limit one loan per borrower. Other restrictions may apply.

fresh start loans
start the year with an extra $1200

Hoover Dam was completed, muppets creator Jim Henson was born, sunscreen 
was invented, and the The Queen Mary took her maiden voyage. Back in 1936, 
you could buy a gallon of gas for $0.10, a new home for around $3,900 and the 
average annual income was $1,600. A lot has changed in 85 years, but one thing 
that remains the same is our commitment to our members.

Join us for coffee and light refreshments at the Annual Meeting of Members. 
Meet the Southeast Financial management team and Board of Directors, help us 
celebrate 85 years of serving you, and find out what the the future holds for your 
credit union. Look for the notice enclosed in this month’s statement for complete 
details.

celebrate 85 years with us
Annual Meeting Wednesday, March 24, 2021



.

Getting a loan for an automobile during COVID 
was very easy and I appreciate all the help we 
received and on a timely basis.
      - Gladys J

Member since 1983

that’s what you said  
we love hearing from our members!

I have been a member for over 40 years. I 
wouldn’t ever think of going to a mega bank.”

       - Gerald R
Member since 1991

Choosing SFCU for my banking needs has 
been a great decision. I enjoy the app and 
being able to meet the majority of my needs 
using it. The staff at the Maryland Farms 
Brentwood location are great to interact with, 
always friendly and helpful.”
       - Brian W

Member since 2014

Ms. Linda was very professional throughout 
the loan process. She made the process 
simple and easier than any loan I’ve ever taken 
out with a lender. Her focus on the customer 
was evident from beginning to end. Thank you 
Ms. Linda! You rock!”
       - Christopher C

Member since 2020

I am a very proud member of Southeast 
Financial Credit Union and have been for years.  
When quality customer service is a thing of 
the past at most institutions, SFCU continues 
to provide a deliberate and purposeful service.
The consistency of excellent customer service 
over the years has kept me a loyal client.  
Thank you very much for both your work and 
worth!”
       - Tina F

Member since 2012

Each year you start out with intentions of spending 
less and saving more, but by the time the holidays roll 
around you realize you didn’t save as much as you 
planned. With a more strategic plan in mind, you’ll be 
set for success with an easy-to-follow budget for 2021.

Understand your current existing expenses
You might think you’re spending $300 a month on 
groceries but without accurate figures, how do you 
know how much you’re really spending? Look over the 
last three months of your account history and see what 
you’re actually spending on items like groceries, carry 
out, and streaming services. Track your expenses the 
easy way with Money Management in Online Banking

Identify your savings goals for the year
Setting a goal for how much you’d like to save by the 
end of the year can help you determine how much you 
need to save each month. For example, if you want a 
balance of $6,000 you need to save $500 a month. If 
your budget only allows you to save $300, then you 
need to make some adjustments.

Factor in expenses that don’t pop up monthly
You can count on regular monthly expenses like your 
rent, car payment, and cellphone. It’s the surprise items 
like car repairs or a busted water heater that can get 
you off track. Put aside a small amount each month in 
an emergency fund account that can be used for those 
unexpected expenses.

Don’t allocate every last dollar of your paycheck
Some people like to know in advance where every 
penny of their budget is going for the month, but try to 
be a little flexible. If you bring home $2,300, try working 
out your budget for $2,200 or $2,250. That way, if your 
college roommate drops by for a visit, you’ll have a little 
for extra groceries.

Make 2021 the year you take control of your finances. 
Log in to Online Banking and click the Manage Money 
tab to get started and learn more about establishing a 
budget.

budget tips for 2021



Have the Christmas greetings that filled your mailbox  
this past December been replaced by January’s bills? 
If there’s too much month at the end of your money and 
you’re searching for solutions, here are a few options 
that may help ease the stress of holiday spending.

Refinance Your Vehicle
Have you considered refinancing your car loan? With a 
change in term or a lower interest rate, refinancing might 
reduce the amount of your monthly loan payment and 
give you some breathing room. Have a vehicle that’s 
paid-in-full? We refinance those, too! 

Consolidate Your Credit Cards
Don’t let holiday hangover put a damper on your new year. 
If too many cards are weighing down your wallet, resolve 
to trim your monthly expenses by transferring those high-

interest rate balances to your Southeast Financial Visa® 
card. With a low interest rate and no balance transfer fee, 
you’ll start saving money right away! 

Refinance Your Home Equity
If you’re a homeowner, take advantage of the equity in 
your home to pay off those high-interest bills. Home 
equity loan interest rates are typically lower than credit 
card rates, making refinancing your equity a great option 
for consolidating credit card debt. A home equity loan 
could be the answer to helping you keep a balanced 
budget in the new year. 

If holiday shopping hangover has your budget in a bind, 
apply online today to see if we can help cure those wallet 
woes and start your new year off right. 
Subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply.

skip into the new year
Skip-A-Payment is back for 2021! Between now and 
December 31, 2021, skip up to two months of payments 
on qualifying auto and personal loans. That’s two months 
payment-free!

Whether you pay weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly, for a 
processing fee of $60.00 per loan, your payments will 
be skipped for the entire month specified. This fee can 
be paid at the time the payment is skipped or added 
to the outstanding loan balance. Interest will continue to 
accrue during the month the payment is skipped, and 
credit life and disability insurance premiums will still be 
added to your loan if applicable.

Whatever your plans are for the year ahead, Skip-A-
Payment can help with extra cash when you need it 
most. Log in to Online Banking and click the Account 
Maintenance tab to complete your Skip-A-Payment 
application.

Qualifying loans must be established with at least three consecutive months of 
payments prior to the month requested. Loans greater than 30 days past due, 
credit cards, personal and home equity line of credit loans, mortgage loans, 
business loans, share secured loans, and certificate secured loans are not eligible 
for the Skip-A-Payment program. To allow adequate processing time, forms must 
be submitted at least five business prior to the first monthly payment to be skipped, 
but no more than thirty days prior to the month requested. Other restrictions may 
apply. See application for complete details.

2021 scholarship contest
We’re currently accepting applications for the 2021 
Southeast Financial scholarship contest. This year, 
two $2,000 scholarships will be awarded. High school 
juniors and seniors who are members or dependents 
of members in good standing with the credit union are 
eligible to apply.

Visit us online at southeastfinancial.org, then select 
About Us and Scholarship Program. Hurry! The deadline 
for applications is March 1, 2021.

join the club
A Christmas Club account makes saving easy, and 
the new year is a great time to get started. Open your 
account in minutes in Online Banking, then transfer a 
little money each pay period, every week, or even once 
a month. You’ll be surprised at how quickly those small 
deposits add up!

Your Christmas Club funds will be transferred to your 
checking account on November 1, and you can also 
make one penalty-free withdrawal during the month of 
July. What are you waiting for? Join the club and start 
saving today!

Early withdrawal penalties apply. See Schedule of Products and Fees for 
additional information.

credit card consolidation  
did december’s ho-ho-ho turn into january’s owe-owe-owe? we can help!
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Webinar presentations include a workbook that contains key information, worksheets, and 
questions to help you remember important points. 

Register to attend at southeastfinancial.org.
Questions? Contact Katryna or Risa at 615-371-3737 or 800-521-9653 ext. 2317

Some materials provided by Broadridge Investor Communications Solutions, INC. ©2021.

Ken Coulthard, CFP®

Leigh H. Glover, CRPC®

David Harlan

Frances Woodall

start planning for your financial future 
sign-up today 

webinars
All times listed are in the central time zone.

income for life
Tuesday, January 12, 12:00pm & 5:00pm

three transitions to retirement
Tuesday, January 26, 5:00pm
Thursday, January 28, 12:00pm

social security and your retirement
Tuesday, February 9, 12:00pm & 5:00pm

how to weather a bear market
Tuesday, February 23, 5:00pm
Thursday, February 25, 12:00pm

return to conservative investing
Tuesday, March 9, 12:00pm & 5:00pm

women and investing
Tuesday, March 23, 5:00pm
Thursday, March 25, 12:00pm

don’t get scammed
You work hard for your money and so do scammers. Watch out in 2021 for these common scams. For more information 
visit https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/scam-alerts.

Social Security Scams
Scammers pretend to be from the Social Security Administration to get your Social Security number or money.

IRS Scams
Scammers call, pretending to be from the IRS, and say they’re filing a lawsuit against you for back taxes.

Phishing Scams
Scammers use email or text messages to trick you into giving them your personal information.

Fake Check Scams
Scammers ask you to deposit a check for more than you are owed and want you to send some of the money to 
another person.


