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For many people, 2022 brought some financial challenges. From job transitions 
to unexpected expenses, sometimes you just need a fresh start financially. Let 
Southeast Financial help! Whatever your circumstance, our $2,500 Fresh Start 
Loan can be a great way to get you back on the right track financially in the new 
year.

Use the money to make an extra car or house payment, pay down your credit card 
debt or help pay your winter utility bills. With an annual percentage rate of just 
6% for 12 months and monthly payments less then $216, it’s the perfect time to 
make a fresh start. Apply in person, over the phone or online January 3-24 to take 
advantage of this great opportunity.

Maximum loan amount $2,500. Subject to credit approval. Payment Example: At 6% APR, 12 monthly payments of $215.17. 
Apply in person at any branch between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm on 01/03/2023 through 01/24/2023, by calling 800-521-9653 
between the hours of 7:00 am and 6:00 pm Monday-Friday on 01/03/2023 through 01/24/2023, and online starting at 12:00 
am on 01/03/2023 through 11:59 pm on 01/24/2023. Loans must close before 01/31/2023 to qualify for this special rate. Limit 
one loan per borrower. Other restrictions may apply.

fresh start loans
start the year with an extra $2,500

Join us for coffee and light refreshments at the annual meeting of members. Meet 
the Southeast Financial management team and board of directors, get an update 
about, and find out what the the future holds for your credit union. Look for the 
notice enclosed in this month’s statement for complete details.

you’re invited
annual meeting wednesday, march 22, 2023



.”

that’s what you said  
we love hearing from our members!

budgeting tips
what’s your 2023 budget plan?

Let’s be honest; one of the most popular new year’s 
resolutions is to spend less and save more. With rising 
inflation and higher prices, sticking to a budget is an 
easy resolution to break. One of the best ways to stay 
on track with your budget is to keep it simple. Many 
people like to use the 50/30/20 method. Here’s how it 
breaks out:

50% budgeted for needs - Needs include housing, 
food, transportation, health care, essential clothing, and 
minimum debt payments.

30% budgeted for wants - Wants include entertainment, 
streaming services, eating out, beauty services, gym 
memberships, etc.

20% budgeted for savings, investments & additional 
dept payoffs - This might include an emergency 
fund, stocks, retirement accounts, and making extra 
payments to lower your debt.

A 50/30/20 budget plan may not work for everyone, but 
it’s a start. The key is to find a budget plan that works 
for your financial situation and stick to it as much as 
possible.

Another great way to keep track of your spending and 
manage your funds is using Money Management in 
Online Banking. Log in to your account and start on the 
path to better budgeting today!

2023 scholarship contest
We’re currently accepting applications for the 2023 
Southeast Financial scholarship contest. This year, 
two $2,000 scholarships will be awarded. High school 
juniors and seniors who are members or dependents 
of members in good standing with the credit union are 
eligible to apply.

Visit us online at southeastfinancial.org/scholarships. 
Hurry! The deadline for applications is March 1, 2023.

I was in the process of securing an auto loan and 
needed help while my loan officer was dealing with 
another customer. Another loan officer stayed late 
and went above and beyond to help me out while still 
ensuring she wasn’t stepping on the toes of my initial 
loan officer. I would gladly suggest this institution 
to others based solely on her helpful attitude and 
professionalism.”
 - Michael B.

Member since 2021

I hope to NEVER have to use any institution other than 
Southeast Financial for my financial needs. I operate 
two small businesses and with that and my personal 
financial needs I’ve financed many trucks and other 
items. In 14 years of self employment, I have never 
had this kind of personal service from numerous other 
banks or credit unions.”
       - Brian M.

Member since 2021

Your Franklin branch manager helped me rebuild my 
credit after an extended illness that kept me from 
working for several years. Thanks so much to her and 
Southeast Financial for helping me get my affairs back 
in order. Southeast Financial does business like the 
local home town banks that I grew up with.”

      - Stephen B.
Member since 2018

I have no complaints at all about Southeast Financial 
and cannot say enough good things about you. I 
plan to stick with you as long as humanly possible! 
Even though I live out of state, I refuse to give up 
my Southeast Financial accounts because I have 
never found another institution with anything like your 
competence, accuracy, security, and professionalism. 
Even though I have to do all my banking remotely, it’s 
well worth it to stay with you. Thank you!”
       - Janell S.

Member since 2007



Have the cheery greetings that filled your mailbox  this 
past December been replaced by January’s bills? If the 
ghost of holiday spending past is putting a damper on 
your new year, here are a few options that may help ease 
the stress of holiday spending.

Consolidate Your Credit Cards
If too many credit cards are weighing down your wallet, 
resolve to trim your monthly expenses by transferring 
those high interest rate balances to your Southeast 
Financial Visa® card. With a low interest rate and no 
balance transfer fee, you’ll start saving money right away! 

Subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply.

Refinance Your Home
If you’re a homeowner, take advantage of the equity in 
your home to pay off those high-interest bills. Home 
equity loan interest rates are typically lower than credit 
card rates, making refinancing your mortgage a great 
option for consolidating credit card debt. A home equity 
loan could be the answer to helping you keep a balanced 
budget in the new year. 

If holiday shopping hangover has your budget in a bind, 
apply online today to see if we can help cure those wallet 
woes and start your new year off right. 

take control of your finances
check out these ways to save a little cash in the new year

new year, new ways to scam 
cybersecurity tips for 2023
Keeping your financial and personal information safe 
requires a little work every day. Just when you think you 
know all the latest cybersecurity tips, a new year brings 
new opportunities for cybercriminals. Here are a few 
things to keep in mind.

Avoid using the same password on multiple websites  
It’s easy to remember one password and use it on 
all your favorite websites. Suppose one website is 
compromised, and scammers receive your login 
information. In that case, they can try to access other 
sites where you might have an account.

If you have trouble remembering 50 different passwords, 
consider using a password manager like LastPass or 
1Password. They can generate random passwords for 
each site and even store your passwords in an encrypted 
database you can easily access.

Don’t open links in unsolicited texts or emails 
Everyone receives this scam daily. It’s usually titled 
“your package is running late” or “your account is about 
to expire.” Scammers know how to get our attention. 
Before clicking on the link, go directly to your account 
mentioned in the email or text. There you can always 
check your package status or account settings. It’s 

always better to take a little extra time now than to click 
on an unsolicited link and be sorry later.

It’s okay to be social, but don’t share too much Social  
media has changed every aspect of our life over the last 
decade. We rely on it for the latest trends and recipes 
and to communicate with friends and family. When 
using social media, be careful with what information you 
share and when you share it.

It’s a good idea to do a monthly audit of your friends 
on social media. Even if you’re sharing information with 
“just friends” you might have accidentally accepted a 
friend request that could create a security risk.

Enable multi-factor authentication Using 2-factor or 
multi-factor authentication like biometrics, security keys 
or a unique one time code can help reduce your risk. 
Check your phone and app settings to see what they 
offer for further security.

As we rely more and more every day on technology, 
cybersecurity has become just as important as the 
measures we take to secure our homes from outside 
attacks. We encourage everyone to keep up with the 
latest standards to keep their information safe.
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CRPC is a registered service mark of the College of Financial Planning. Representatives are neither tax advisors nor attorneys. For information 
regarding your specific tax situation, please consult a tax professional. For legal questions, including a discussion about estate planning, 
please consult your attorney.
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Not Insured by NCUA or Any 
Other Government Agency Not Credit Union Guaranteed Not Credit Deposits or          
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It’s never too early or too late to seek financial guidance. Whether you’re just starting out in 
your career, raising a family, or nearing retirement and looking forward to the next fulfilling 
season in life, creating a financial plan gives you confidence and allows greater flexibility to 
pursue your dreams, on your terms.

The MEMBERS Financial Services team serving Southeast Financial is here to walk with 
you on your financial journey. They’ll educate and answer all your questions so you have the 
knowledge and confidence to make informed decisions.

Our team will help you weigh all available options and understand the best path forward to 
meet your unique needs. The experienced financial professionals are caring, thorough, and 
passionate about helping people work toward their financial goals.

They’ve been helping members since 1994 and look forward to beginning the journey with you!

Our professionals help with a variety of services including:

•  Investments   •  Insurance
•  Rollover Services  •  Life and Disability
•  Education Funding  •  Insurance
•  Estate Conservation  •  Annuities
•  Retirement Savings  •  And More…

Make An Appointment
Let’s team up on your financial plan today. Set up a no-cost, no-obligation appointment by 
phone or in-person at the branch most convenient to you. Call 615-371-3737 or 800-521-
9653, ext. 2317 or email us at membersfinanancial@southeastfinancial.org.

need financial advice?  
contact MEMBERS Financial Services today


