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Southeast Financial established a scholarship program to encourage and assist 
young people in furthering their education through post-secondary studies in 
university or vocational programs. This scholarship is just one way that we give 
back to the communities we serve. Two $1,500 scholarships are awarded to high 
school seniors who are members or dependents of members in good standing 
with the Credit Union.

Applicants must meet the following eligibility criteria:
•	 Be a Southeast Financial member or dependent of a member of SFCU in 

good standing
•	 Be enrolled as a high school senior planning to enroll in a full-time 

undergraduate degree program at the time of application

Visit	us	at	southeastfinancial.org,	click	on	the	About	Us	tab	on	the	home	page,	then	
click Scholarships for more information and to apply. Deadline for applications is 
February 1, 2017.

2017 scholarship program 

Friday, March 24, 2017 at 7:30 am
Franklin Branch
We	invite	you	to	join	us	for	coffee	and	light	refreshments	at	the	Annual	Meeting	of	
Members. Meet the Southeast Financial management team and Board of Directors, 
participate	in	the	meeting,	and	find	out	what’s	on	the	horizon	at	your	credit	union.	

Look	for	the	notice	enclosed	in	this	month’s	statement	for	all	the	details.	We	hope	
to see you there!

please join us for our annual meeting 



that’s what YOU said!
We love hearing from our members! Feedback 
from you helps us to improve not only the 
products	and	services	we	offer,	but	our	customer	
service	as	well.	Here’s	what	some	of	you	recently	
had to say: 

“I have been a member for over 45 years and found 
the service very enjoyable. When loans were 
needed, the application process was easy and 
very professional. I have no plans ever to change 
my banking business.”
    - James H. Carothers Jr.

“I live in Pennsylvania and had no problem getting 
a loan or communicating with your credit union. 
Thanks for the easy process.”  
   - Steven J Massaro

“I have been with Southeast Financial since 2011 
and	 I’m	so	happy	to	bank	with	 them.	Each	time	
that I have contacted them for any type of loan 
they have always been professional and prompt.  
Over the last few years I have told a few friends 
about Southeast Financial and they currently have  
purchased cars, credit cards, etc. and they are 
just as pleased as myself.  Thanks for all you do!!”
   - Brenda L McLemore

“My wife and I began banking with Southeast 
Financial when we moved to Nashville in 1998.  
We have always been completely happy with 
SFCU and have never considered banking 
anywhere	else.		SFCU	offers	all	the	services	and	
convenience	we	need,	and	 the	staff	are	second	
to none - responsive, helpful, courteous, and 
resourceful.  We hear horror stories from our 
friends who bank at the big regional and national 
banks, and we never lose an opportunity to tell 
them how good our credit union has been to us.  
Keep up the great work, SFCU!”

	 	 	 	–	Robert	Bryan	Ratliff

Need a little help with those holiday bills? You may 
be able to free up some extra cash with our Skip-A-
Payment program. Between January and December 
2017, members can skip up to two months of payments 
on	 qualifying	 auto	 and	 personal	 loans.	 That’s	 two	
months payment-free!*

Whether you pay weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly, for 
a processing fee of $60.00 per loan, your payments 
will	be	skipped	 for	 the	entire	month	specified.	This	
fee can be paid at the time the payment is skipped 
or added to the outstanding loan payment. Interest 
will continue to accrue during the month the payment 
is skipped, and credit life and disability insurance 
premiums will still be added to your loan. 

Put	 some	 cash	 back	 in	 your	 pocket.	 It’s	 easy	
to apply. Log in to Online Banking and click the 
Additional Services tab for the online application, 
or download and complete a paper application 
at	 southeastfinancial.org.	 Just	 click	 on	 Forms	 &	
Disclosures	 under	 the	 Tools	 &	 Resources	 tab.	 Call	
us or visit your local branch if have any questions or 
need additional assistance. 

*Loans must be established with at least three consecutive months of 
payments prior to the month requested. Loans greater than 30 days 
past due, credit cards, personal and home equity line of credit loans, 
mortgage	loans,	business	loans,	share	secured	loans,	and	certificate	
secured loans are not eligible for the Skip-A-Payment program. To 
allow adequate processing time, forms must be submitted at least 
two	business	days	prior	to	the	first	monthly	payment	to	be	skipped,	
but no more than thirty days prior to the month requested. Additional 
restrictions may apply. See application for complete details.

skip-a-payment
is back for 2017



Did	 you	 find	 yourself	 short	 on	 cash	 this	 past	 holiday	
season? Our Christmas Club accounts make it easy to 
save for holiday spending all year long. Depositing just a 
little each month can really add up, and now is the best 
time to get started. You may remember your parents 
faithfully depositing $5 or $10 a week back in the day to 
save up money for the holidays. Christmas Club accounts 
reached	the	height	of	popularity	in	the	1970s,	but	they’re	
still alive and well today.
This short-term savings account encourages you to 
save	regularly	throughout	the	year.	It	doesn’t	take	much;	
even	 small	 deposits	 can	make	 a	 big	 difference	 in	 your	
holiday	 budget	 if	 you	 make	 them	 consistently.	 There’s	
no	minimum	balance,	 and	 the	 interest	 rates	 you’ll	 earn	

are a little higher on funds in a Christmas Club account 
than in a traditional savings account. On November 1st of 
each year, the funds are automatically deposited into your 
primary checking or savings account. Just think about 
the extra money you could have to spend on gifts or even 
travel	for	the	holidays.	If	you’ve	had	trouble	saving	in	the	
past, a Christmas Club account can help you stay on 
track. Funds can be withdrawn in July without penalty, but 
you’ll	incur	a	small	fee	for	taking	money	out	at	any	other	
time during the year, making it a great way to safeguard 
yourself against those impulse withdrawals.
Open an account anytime in Online Banking under the 
Additional Services tab or visit any branch.

save now...spend later

help for your holiday hangover
Even	after	the	 last	scraps	of	wrapping	paper	are	swept	
away, holiday hangover may stick around well into the 
new year. If high-interest rate credit card bills from your 
holiday shopping are putting a strain on your wallet long 
after	December,	you’re	not	alone.	Here	are	some	options	
that might help you get some relief:
Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit
If you have a lot of high-interest-rate debt, tapping into 
the equity in your home to consolidate it into one, lower-
rate	payment	may	be	a	good	option.	One	of	the	benefits	
of home ownership is the ability to borrow against your 
home’s	equity.		Your	equity	is	the	difference	between	the	
amount your home is worth and the amount you still owe 
to a lender. Because these loans or lines of credit are 
secured	by	your	home’s	value,	another	benefit	is	a	great	
low rate.
Consider this option if:
•	 You’re	a	homeowner	with	equity	available
•	 You have a lot of high-interest-rate debt to consolidate
•	 You have some debt to consolidate or need extra cash 

for any reason

Auto Equity Loans
Just like your home, your vehicle is an asset with a cash 
value. While the value of most vehicles depreciates over 
time,	the	car,	boat,	or	motorcycle	you	paid	off	in	full	last	
year is still worth money. We all know how great it feels 
to	make	that	final	payment,	but	if	you’re	carrying	around	
a lot of high-interest-rate debt, trading your title for a 
vehicle	loan	at	a	low,	fixed	rate	might	feel	even	better.	
Refinancing	may	be	an	option	for	you	if:
•	 You own a vehicle (car, truck, RV, boat, cycle, ATV, etc.) 

with a clear title
•	 You have high-interest-rate debt to consolidate (credit 

cards, medical bills, student loans, etc.)
Apply	online	24/7	at	southeastfinancial.org.	Just	click	on	
Application	Center	under	the	Tools	&	Resources	tab.	Have	
questions or need help deciding which option is best for 
you? Give us a call Monday through Friday between 7am 
and	6pm,	or	visit	your	local	branch.	We’re	happy	to	help!



Securities	sold,	advisory	services	offered	through	CUNA	Brokerage	Services,	Inc.	(CBSI),	member	FINRA/SIPC	,	a	registered	broker/
dealer	and	investment	advisor.	CBSI	is	under	contract	with	the	financial	institution	to	make	securities	available	to	members.	Not	NCUA/
NCUSIF/FDIC	insured,	May	Lose	Value,	No	Financial	Institution	Guarantee.	Not	a	deposit	of	any	financial	institution.	CUNA	Brokerage	
Services,	Inc.,	is	a	registered	broker/dealer	in	all	fifty	states	of	the	United	States	of	America.	The	CFP®	certification	marks	are	not	
affiliated	with	CUNA	Brokerage	Service,	Inc.	CHARTERED	RETIREMENT	PLANNING	COUNSELOR	(SM)	and	CRPC®	are	registered	
service	marks	of	the	College	for	Financial	Planning®.	FR-1670794.1-1216-0119

understanding Medicare webinar
Planning for retirement is never easy, and maneuvering through Medicare rules and regulations is one 
more step in an already confusing process. If you are retired or nearing retirement, you have probably 
considered the role Medicare will play in your future, or maybe you would like additional information to 
help a loved one through the process. 

Join us for an educational online webinar on Understanding Medicare to be held on January 17, 2017 
at noon CST.  

During	this	informative	webinar	you’ll	find	out	more	about	Medicare	rules	and	how	retirement	income	
planning	can	help	you	maneuver	those	rules.	You’ll	learn	about:

•	 Who	does	and	doesn’t	have	to	enroll	in	Medicare	at	65
•	 What	happens	if	you	don’t	enroll	in	Medicare	on	time
•	 How private insurance works with Medicare
•	 How much your clients can expect to pay for health care after going onto Medicare
•	 How you can learn more about Medicare and launch your own client education program

This	no-cost,	no-obligation	event	is	hosted	by	Ken	Coulthard,	CFP®,	the	MEMBERS	Financial	Services	
Representative at Southeast Financial Credit Union. For more information and instructions for logging  
into the workshop, call 615-371-3737 or 800-521-9653, ext. 2317.   

Ken Coulthard, CFP®

Leigh H. Glover, CRPC®

David Harlan

Federally insured by NCUA www.facebook.com/SoutheastFinancialCU@SFCUNews

Southeast Financial is hosting a Blood Drive with the 
American Red Cross in January. This event is open to 
employees,	members	and	the	public.	Whether	it’s	your	first	
time	giving	or	you’ve	earned	your	gallon	pin,	all	donations	
are greatly appreciated. Please join us to donate. The 
American Red Cross bus will be at our Franklin branch on:

Thursday, January 26, 2017
10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Visit the locations page on our website for directions to 
the branch.

To make an appointment, visit redcross.org and search 
for the sponsor code “SFCUFranklin.” You can streamline 
your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by 
visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your 
pre-donation reading and health history questions on the 
day of your appointment.

Don’t	miss	this	great	opportunity	to	donate	the	gift	of	life!

save the date and save a life!


